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• Overview 

– Determining the value added by new construction is a common 
need 

– For a new building, this is fairly easy; use the total value of the 
building 

– For improvements to an existing building, the task is much harder 

– New functionality that is being implemented for the Multnomah 
project can provide a way to more easily determine the value 
added for improvements to an existing building. 
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“Before” records 

• A user will be able to make a copy of a CAMA item page as 
a record of the data and values before any changes are 
made 

• Changes are made to the current page to reflect the 
changes on the property   

• When the property is calculated the current and the 
“before” page are calculated with the configurations for the 
selected tax year 

• New calculation statements can compare a designated 
value on the “before” page with the current page.  The 
difference is the value attributable to the changes on the 
current page 

A New Approach to New Construction 



© Tyler Technologies 2015 4 

• A right click option allows the user to create a “Before” 
page.  This is a copy of the page at the time the user 
makes the copy.  
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• If there is a before page, the CAMA tree will show an icon 
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• The page will have a dual state orange button.  If the user 
is on the current page, the button will allow the user to 
switch to the Before page. If the user is on the Before 
page, the button allows the user to switch back to the 
current page. 
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Calculation changes 

• New calculation syntax will allow the site to add calculation 
statements to compare values on the Before and current 
pages. 
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• This example uses a Generic If Then statement so that 
properties without before records will calculate without 
error. 
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• The component clauses in the Generic If Then use new 
calculation syntax. 
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Example – extensive remodeling to a dwelling 

• The user would copy the existing dwelling page to a before 
record 
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• The changes would be made on the current page.  In this 
example, the CDU and two of its components were 
changed which changed the RCNLD 
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• The new calculation statements will allow the RCNLD from 
the before record to be compared to the current RCNLD.  If 
changes in value from remodeling can be counted as new 
construction, then the value change attributed to the 
remodeling is 77,190 – 53,740 = 23,450. 
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• The ability to create “Before” records and the new 
calculation syntax to compare values on the before and 
current records are in development and will be ready for 
general release in the first half of 2017. 

• The new functionality will include a job to mass delete 
before records.  This can be run immediately after the tax 
year has been incremented so that the “Before” are deleted 
from the new current tax year.  The “Before” pages are 
part of the property history. 
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• Questions?  Comments? 
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